The permanence of family ties: implications for youth transitioning from foster care.
Research on the experiences of youth leaving foster care as they enter adulthood has noted that they often reconnect, and sometimes live with, members of their family of origin. This is often thought to be a curious finding because at some earlier point, the families were deemed unsafe, requiring removal of the child to foster care. Although this finding has been consistent, it has not been the central focus of a research study and, therefore, its implications have been largely unexamined. In this article, the authors review what is known about the extent to which young adults reunite with their families after they leave foster care. To provide guidance in thinking further about former foster youth reuniting with their families, the authors also examine research and theoretical literature on family development and family transition. Implications for research, policy, and practice are identified.